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. t Cor. XV. Ver. 19 ** 4 
If in this Ciſe only we have Hope in Chriſt, we arif 
| all Mea moſt miſerable. = 


© 118 
1% 
" U CH Diſcourſes, on ſuch Mournful Occafions as th | 
were inſtituted, not ſo much in the Honour of the Deaq; 
for the Uſe of the Living: that Opportunity may be ta 
from hence to excitein Perſons, attending on theſe Solemnic 
a due Senſe of the Uncertainty and Vanity of all Earthly Sar 
ctions; to imprint upon their Minds, by proper Arguments M 
Reflections, a lively Perſuaſion of the Certainty of a Future Sti 
and an earneſt Deſire of fitting and preparing themſelves for 
There is no Seafoni, to which ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
more ſuitable; nor any, wherein Men, are likely to be nw 
affected with them; and therefore L have choſen (not anfiff 
I hope) to explain to you, at preſent, that great Argument 
a Future State, which St. Paul hath couch'd, in the WorM 
have read to you; If in ths Life only we have hope in Chrift, well 
of all Men mo$#t miſerable: that is, lt all the Benefits we exp d 
from the Chriſtian Inſtitution, were confin'd within the Boul 
of this prefent Life, and, we had no Hopes of a better Sf 
after this, of a great and laſting Reward in a Life to con 
We Chriſtians ſhould be the moſt abandon'd and wrerchi 
of Creatures: All other Sorts and Sects of Men would evid 
ly have the Advantage of us, and a much ſurer I itle to 
pineſs than We. Son 
This Conceſſion the Apoſtle openly makes, and fron hem 
he would be ucderitood to infer (tho the Inference be not 
preſs'd) That, therefore, there muſt needs be another 5 0 
make up the Inequalities of this, and to ſalve all irregular 
Pearances; ſince it is impoſſible to conceive that a Juſt and G 
God ſhould ſuffer the juſteſt and beſt of Men (ſuch as the 
©, Chriſtians certainly — to be oftentimes the moſt miſerable. 
If Sr. Paul found it neceſſary earneſtly to prels chis Au απ 
on the Corinthians, ſoon after he had planted rhe Goſpel aq 
them, and confirm'd it by Miracles; ic cannot but be high 
requiſite for Us, who live at ſuch a diſtance from that Age 
Miracles, to ſupport and enliven our Faith, by dwelling ola 
on the fame Conſiderations: and this Argument, therefor 
mall endeavpur to open, and apy in the following M 
courſe; wherein, oy ante 15 
| 1. FM 


2 "I 
a ha A 


- * ** Ss. N * 
. — 2 8 — , 
* - * if 7 


: Firft, ſhall ſhew ed ben Truth of the Kpoſtle's 
eeſſion; and from chence ſhall eſtabliſh, in tige 
] * Second place, the Fruth alſo of that Concluſion; which he 
. S upon 12% | 1 Sg nie © ä * | 1 * oF, . 
I. After which I ſhall ſuggeſt to you ſome Rules and Directiont, 
ich, if duly purſu'd, willLemable you fo live like thoſe, "whe 
"$4237 Hopes in another Life ; like Men, who look upon themm 
es, as being only on their Paſſage through this State, but as 
onging properly to that which is to come; on which, there- 
e, their Eye, their Aim, and their Hopes, are altogether 
And ( BS; 01) 209 LAG 
I. And-thele general Reffections ſhall be follow d (as rhey - | 
| naturally be follow'd) by a juſt and faithful Account of , 
t Valuable Perſon, whoſe Remains now lie before us. | 
As to the Conceſſon ot the Apoſtle, I ſhall urge it ſome- 
at farther than the Letter of che Text will carry us; pro- 
g to you; under two different Heads, That, were there no 
© after this,” 1, Men would really be more miſerable than 
aſts; and- 2/y, the beſt Men would be often the moſt miſe- 
ue: I mean, as far-as Happineſs, or Miſery are to be me- 
8d trom: Pleaſing or Painful Senſations: and, ſuppofing rhe = 
(cnc to be the Only" Life we are to lead, I ſee not but that 
i might be eſteem'd the true Meaſure of the. 
g, Were there ng Life after this, Men would be more 
ebe than Beaſts: för, in this Life, it is plain that Beaſts 
e, in many Reſpects, the Advantage of them; inaſmuch as 
enjoy greater Senſual Pleaſures, and feel fewer Corporal! 
os, and are utter ſttangers to all thoſe anxious and torment- 
Thoughts which perpetually haunt and difquiet Mankind. 
ne Pleaſures of Senſe are probably reli{h'd by Beaſt in a 
re exquite degree, than they are by Men; for they taſte 
m tincere and pure always, without mixture, or alloy, with « 
being diſtracted in the Purſuit, or diſquieted in the Ufe 
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10. | 

tos BY them. Ye 
* hey follow Nature, in their Deſires and Fruitions, ry 

— __em_notarther than ſhe directs, and leaving off at the . 
nigh nt, at which Exceſs would grow troubleſome and Hazar- 


is; fo that their Appetite is not deſtr6y'd, or dull'd, by be- 
LE gratity'd, but returns always freſh and vigorous to its Ob- 

+. Hence their Or gans ate generally better ciſpos'd than 

, for receiving grateful Impreffions from ſenſible Objects; 
ng less liable to be vitiated by Diſeaſes, and other Bodily Acci- 
F Which diſorder our r and extreamly We 2 
0 R . * „ © 


the Complacence we have (47 good things of Life thi.» 
ſurround us, Nor are the Pleaſures, which the Brutal part 7 
the Creation enjoy, ſubject to be leſſen d any ways by the Mines 
eaſineſs which arjles from Fancy and Opinion. They Ms, 
not the Arr of growing Miſerable, upon a View of the Hai 
incſs of others; it being the peculiar Privilege of Thinks 
* when they are otherwiſe ſufficiently bleſd, to cre; ru 
Trouble to themſelves, by needleſs —— | or 
They are under no Check from Reaſon and Reflection 
which, by repreſenting perpetually to the Mind of Man 
Meanneſs of all Senſual Zratifications, do, in great meaſuWnclc 
blunt the Edge of his kenneft Deſires, and pall all his Eny 
ments. They are not aware of a Superior Good, or of 
higher End, to which they might be ordain d. They feel 
inward Reproaches for tranſgreſſing the Bounds of their Du ns 
and Laws of their Nature. The have no uneaſy Prefages 
a Future Reckoning, wherein the Pleaſures they now tal 
muſt be accounted for; and may, perhaps, be outweigh d 
the Pains, which ſhall then lay hold of them. None of th 
Satistactions are impair'd by the Fear of loſing them, by 
Dread of Death, which hangsover the mere Natural Man, 
like the Hand - writing on the Wall, damps all his Mirth i 
Jollity; and by which he is, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, all his ro 
time ſubjett unto Bondage; [ Heb. 2. 15.) that 1s, a mean dejedhy 
{laviſh State of Mind. In a Word, They have no concern 
What is paſt, no uneaſy Expectations of what is to come, lima 
are ever ty'd down to the preſent Moment, and the preſeatÞ 
joyment, and in that they are vigorouſly and totally employ 
In theſe reſpęcts, it may be truly affirmd; That if we h 
Hope in this Life only, Men would be really mbre Miſeral 
than Beaſts; and, on the ſame Account, | 253 
Secondly, The Beit Men would be often the moſt Miſeral 
For their Principles give them not leave to taſte ſo freely of Þnv 
Pleaſures ot Life, as other Mens do, and expoſe them more 
the Troubles and Danger of it; _ 
The Principles of good Men give them not leave to taſte 
freely of the Pleaſures of Life, as other Mens do.: for their gre 
prevailing Principle is, to fit as looſe from thoſe Pleaſures, al 
be as moderate in the uſe of them as they can; in order to mal 
tain the Empire of the Mind over the Body, and keep the 
petites of the One in due Subjection, to the Reaſoning Po 
of the Other. No ſmall part of Virtue conſiſts in abſtaini 
from chat, wherein Senſual Men place their Felicity, uy 
bY 


the Luſts thereof, (Matth. 1 3. 14.) A truly good Man 
nls himſelf oblig'd, nat only to torbear thoſe Gratifics- 


on, but even to reſtrain himſelf in unforbidden Inſtances, 
r run the Riſque of being farther betray d into hat is not 


nclogd ; and gem the Reins, therefore, to his Appetites, 
farther than the indulging them is tent with the ge- 
al Good and Happinels of Society. Wis 

e is ſo far from graſping at all the Advantages and Satisfa- 
ons of this World, which are poſſible to be atrain'd by him, 
t he thinks the bounding of his Deſires, and Deſigns within 


Treat and indiſpenſable Duty: He bath learn in whatſoever 
te be h, therewith to be content; ¶ Phil. 5. 1 1. ] and doth not, 
refore, eagerly aſpire after an higher Condition of Life, is 
over⸗ ſolicitous to procure to himſelf a larger Sphere of 
Hoyment. | | | 


om theſe, and many other Conſiderations (which I need 


mention) it is manifeſt, That the beſt of Men do gene- 
ly enjoy leaſt of the Pleaſures and Satisfactions of Life: Ir is 
maniteſt, that they are moſt exposd to the Troubles and 
ngers of it. Tney are derermin'd, to live up to the Holy 
le, by which they have oblig'd themſelves to walk, what» 
r may be the Conſequences of it; tho. fore Evils and great 
2mporal Inconveniences ſhould ſometimes attend the Dil- 
arge of their Duty. The Hypocrite hath the Art of bend- 


dnvenience, and of _— with the Faſhion of a Cor- 
pt and Wicked World: but the truly upright Man, is un- 
xible in his Uprightneſs, and unalterable-in his Purpoſes : 
dthing can make him Remiſs in the Practice of his Duty; 
proſpect of Intereſt can allure him, no Fear of Danger can 


may him, . 2. 
It will be his Lot often, to look ſingular, in Looſe and L- 
tious Times, and to become a By - word and a Reproach en 


War account among the Men of Wit and Pleaſure. He » 


ain t for our turn (will they ſay, as their Words are repreſent- 
in the Book of Wiſdom) Liicſ a. 12, 14. 1 5-] He cles 


ns, which ate. forbidden; by the Rules of Reaſon and Re- 
by allowing himſelf in what is innocent, he would ei- 


or would breed matter of Offence to his weak and miſ- 
ging Neighbour. He lives not for himſelf alone, but hath 
oard in all his Actions to the great Community wherein he 


Line, which his Birth and Fortune have mark*d out, to be 


g his Principles, and Practices always to whatever is for his 


confrary 
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contrary to our Doings ; he was mage to reprove our Though: en 
he i grievous unto us, even to. behold ; for bis Le 1 not 
other Men's, his Ways are of another | Faſhion. And theſe 
Thoughts, once entertain*d, will (we may be furc) as org 
{zon offers, be follow'd by worle Utage. 

Some Chriſtian Virtues, (tor Inſtance, Humility and Me 
\ nets) do, as it were, invite Injuries: For it is an Encourag 
ment to Baſe and Infolent Minds to outrage Men, when th 
have Hopes of doing it without a Return. If it be a My 
known Principle to depart from his Right in a ſmall m 
ter, rather than break Chrittian Peace; Ill Men will Non 
tempted to make illegal and unjuſt Incroachments upam hi 
He who reſolves to walk by the, Goſpel-Rule of Forberi 
all Attempts, all Deſire of Revenge, will probably have Q 
portunities every now and then given him to exerciſe his ft 
giving Temper. MERRY, 

Thus Good and Pious Perſons are, by the Nature and Te 


dency of their Principles, more expos'd to the Troubles ar 


ill Accidents of Life, as well as greater Strangers to the Pf I 
jures and Advantages of ir, than other leſs Conſcientious MW ur 
are: And, on both theſe Accounts, what. the Apoſtle ays do et 
in the Text, is evidently and experimentally true, That, if r 
thr Life only they had Hope, they were F all Men moſt M⁰˖,j ü AM 
II. From which Conceſſion, which he thus openly ma 
he would be underſtood (as I told you) to infer, tho" ti : 
Inference is not expreſsd, that there mult, therefore; net 
ſarily be another State, to make up the Inequalities of t. 
and ro falve all regular Appearances. For if Go 
infinitely Holy, and Pure, and Juſt, and Good; be mi. 
needs take Delight in thoſe of his Creatures rhat-.reſemt 
Him molt in theſe Perfections: He cannot but love Virtu th 
Where: ever it is, and reward it, and annex Happineſs aw w 
to the Exerciſe of it. And yet this is ſo far from being: Hur 
Caſe, that the contrary often happens in this Life ud he pr 
even the greateſt Saints are ſometimes made the moſt” Mc 
markable Inſtances of Suffering. We may, therefore, ſute f 
conclude, That there muſt be a Future State, wherein Mu 
Reward ſhall be beſtowed, and this Love. of 60. to G 
Men made to appear, and the Eternal and Infeparable Co at 
nexion between Vertue and Happineſs manifeſted, in 1! 
Sight of Angels and Men. It cannot conſiſt wick the F 
vine Attributes, That the Impious Man's Jays ſhould, up I 


. 
. 
: 


the whole, cxce:d thoſe of the Upright; or that the. Be 


> 


f the Field, which ſerve him not, and know him natz ſhould - 
et enjoy a more entire and perfect Happineſs than the Lord © _ 
1206 Mt this Lower Creation, Man himſelf, made in God's own . 
| age, to acknowledge, and adore him: and, therefore, as 
1s Ocolertuinly as God is, a time there will and mult be, when all 7 
ieſe unequal Diſtributions of Good and Evil ſhall be ſet right, 

1d the Willem and Reaſonableneſs of all his Tranſactions 
ich all his Creatures be made as clear as the Noon Day. 
And this, before that Revelation had enlighten' d the World, 
Maas the very belt Argument for a future State, which Mankind 
Pad to reſt upon. Their Philoſophical Reaſonings, drawn 
will om the nature of the Soul, and rom the inſtincts and preſages 
m hit Immortality implanted in it, were not ſufficientiy clear and 
rbernWonclufve. The only ſure Foundation of Hope, which the 
ve Oliviſelt and moſt thoughtful Men amongſt the Heathen pre- 
his fü ended in this Caſe ro have, was, from the Conſideration lug. 

| eſted in the Text: and from thence ſome of them reaſon d 
d T ithout Doubt, or Helitancy ; and liv'd, and dyd in ſuch a 
les anfWQHhnanner, as to ſhew that they believ'd their own Reaſonings. 
e Pl It may ſuffice, thus far to have enlarg'd on that great Ar- 
M ument for a future State, which is urg'd by S. Paul in the Words 
do etore us: It in this Life onely we had Hope, Men would 
t. of really be more miſerable than Beaſts; and the belt of Men 
era oftentimes the moſt Miſerable. Bur it is impoſſible to ima- 
maß Nine, chat a God of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhould 
20" ti diltribure Happinels , and Vitery , ſo unequally and abſurd- 
nee ly. It remains, therefore, that good Men have a well 
ft grounded Hope in another Life, and are as certain of a fu- 
ture Recompence, as they are of che Being, and Attributes 
mig of God. | RPE; 
em 111. The beſt uſe I can make of this Comfortable Truth, 
thus.explain'd, is, To exhort Y ou from thence to live like thoſe 
wah who have their Hope in another Life; like Men who look 
1g- upon themſclves as being upon their Paſſage only through this 
preſent World, but as belonging properly to that which is to 
t Momme. and thus we may be faid. to live, if 'we obſerve the 
ſure following plain Rules and Directions; which are not the leis 
n ulſeful, becauſe they are plain ones. Several of them will give 
Goa natural Occaſion to thoſe, who knew the deceas d Perſon, of 
Conf anticipating his Character in their Thoughts : tor he did really. 
n ui in good meaſure (and with due Aliowances made for Humane 
Frailtics , govern himſelf by them; and I may, for that reafon, 
up hope, de ſüffer'd to inſiſt the more freely upon them. | 
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Life, implies, be | oY 3 
Firſt, That we indulge our ſelves in the Gratifications n 
this preſent Lite very ſparingly ; that we keep under our Ap eve. 
rites, and do not let them looſe into the Enjoyments of Senſe; 5. 
but ſo uſe the good things of this World, as not abuſing them; . 
ſo take delight in them, as to remember thiat we are to 
with them, and to exchange them for more excellent and dw 
rable Enjoyments. Brethren ( fays S. Peter ) I beſeek 2 „ 4 Pil 
grims, abſtain from fleſhly Luſts : (1 Pet. 2. 11.) They, who 
paſs through a foreign Country, towards their Native Home; 
do not uſually give up themſelves to an eager purſuit of the Pleas 
ſures of the place; ought not ro dwell long upon them, and with 
Greedineſs ; but make uſe of them only tor their Refreſhment 
on the way, and fo as nat to be diverted from purſuing theit 
ourny. | | 
q A 8 Chriſtian muſt partake of thoſe grateful Repaſts of 
Senſe, which he meets with here below, in like manner as the 
Jews did their Paſſover , with their Loins girded , their ſhoes on 
their feet , and their ſtaff in their hand, _— in haſt ; (Exod, 
12. 11.) that is, he muſt be always in a Travelling Poſture; 
and ſo taſte Senſual Pleaſures, as one that is about to leave them, 
and deſires to be ſtopp'd as little as he can by them in his wa 
towards the great End of his Hopes, the Salvation of his Soul, 
And to this Cuſtom of the Jews S. Peter, in his Exhortation to 
Sobriety and Temperance, may be ſuppoſed to allude; Where. 
fore ( lays he) gi up the Loins of your minds, and be ye ſober. 
1213. | 
; Indeed, it is impoſſible for a man to have a Lively Hope in 
another Lif:, and yet be deeply immers'd in the Enjoyments of 
This ; inaſmuch as the PR of our Future State ſo far 
exceeds all that we can propoſe 


e to our ſelves at preſent, both in 
Degree, and Duration, that to One, firmly perſuaded of the 
Reality ot that Happineſs, and earneſtly defirous of obtaining 
it, all Earthly Satisfactions mult needs look little, and grow flat 
and unſavory : eſpecially, when by Experience he finds, that too 
free a Participation of Theſe indiſpoſes him extremely for 
Thoſe; for all the Duties that are neceſſary to be perform'd, and 
all the good Qualities that are neceſſarily to be attain'd, in order 
to arrive at them: He perceives plainly that his Appetite to 
Spiritualthings abates , in proportion as his ſenſual Appetite is 
indulg'd and encourag'd, and that Carnal Defires kill, not on- 
ly the Deſire, but even the Power of rafting Purer en 
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and on both theſe accoun 


pf all Earthly Enjoyments: Having thi Hope in him, hs purifieth 
of NGF, rom ar be (1 John 3. 55 e. even as the Aut or and 


eevealer of this Hope) ig pure. 4 

e Second Inſtance, wherein we may be faid to live like thoſ&who 
n;Bhave their Hope in another Lite, is, if we bear the Uneaſineſſes, 
athat befal us here, wih Conſtancy and Patience; as knowing, 
du. it tho our Paſſage through this World ſhould be rough and 
” roubleſome, yet the Trouble will be but ſhort, and the Reft 
7 


nd Contentment , we ſhall find at the End, will be an ample 
Recompence for all the lirtle Inconveniences, we meet with in 
way towards it. We mult not expect that our Journe 
arough the ſeveral Stages of this Life ſhould' be all ſm 
d even; or that we ſhould perform ir wholly withour D>- 
ſters, Ill-accidents. and Hindrances. While we live in this 
orld, where Good and Bad Men are blended together, and 
here there is alſo a Mixture of Good and Evil wiſely diftri- 
ted by God, to ſerve the Ends of his Providence; we muſt 
pect to be moleſted by the One, as well as benefitted by the 
ther. *Tis our preſent Lot and Condition, to be ſubject to 
h Caſualties, which, therefore, as they ought not to ſurprize 
ſo much leſs ſhould they deject us: nor can they, if we 
pk forward, and entertain our ſelves with the Proſpect of that 
zppineſs to which we are haſtning; and at which when we 
ive, even the Remembrance ot the Difficulties , we now 
dergo, will contribute to enhaunſe the Pleaſure. Indeed, while 
are in the Fleſh, we cannot be utterly inſenſible of the Affli- 
ons that befal us: what is in it ſelt harſh and ingrateful, muſt 


are, muſt be the Effect either of Hy pocriſie or Stupidity. Howe - 
tho it be not in our power to make an Affliclion no Affli- 
the Non; yet it is certainly in our power to take off the Edge, and 
ning Nen the Weight of it, by a full and ſteady View of rhofe Di- 
v flat Ne Joys, that are prepar'd for us in another State, which ſhall 
t too Mertly begin, and never end: We may ſay and thing with 8. 
; for I reckon that the Sufferings of thu preſent Life are not worthy 
an e compar d with the Glory 'that ſhall be revealed. (Rom 7. 18.) 
order 


d thus ſay ing and thinking, we may bear the heavieſt Load 
t can be laid upon us with Contentednefs , ar leaſt , if not 
h Chearfulneſi. 1 | nk, 
bird Inſtance of living ke thoſe who have their Hope in 
ther Life, is, if we always take the account of a future State 


- 
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eds make harſh and ingrateful Impreſſions upon us. And, there- 
e, to pretend to be 3 eaſie under any great Calamity ot 
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into our Schemes and Reaſonings about the Congerns of th 
World ; and form our Judgments about the worth and ermps 

tineſs of things here, according as they are or are not of ule, 
in relation to what is to come after. 5 
He who ſojourns in a foreign Country, refers what he ſees and 
hears Abroad, to the State of things at Home; with that view 
he makes all his Reflections and Enquiries ; and by that Meg 
ſure he judges of every thing which befals himſelf or others in his 
Travels. This Pattern ſhould be our Guide, in our preſent ſtate 
of Pilgrimage; wherein we often miſinterpret the Events 9 
Providence, and make a wrong uſe of them, by attending ty 
the Maxims of this Life onely ; and fo thinking of the World 
which we are now in, and of the Affairs of it, as if both That ta 
and They, and We had no manner of Relation to another Wi 
whereas, in truth, what we ſee is in order only to what we di 
not ſee ; and both theſe States, therefore, mult be join'd and con 
fider'd together, if we intend to reflect wiſely and juſtly on pre 
ſent Appearances ; for as no Man knoweth Love or Hatred, ( Ec 
cleſ. 9. 1.) fo neither can he diſcern Good or Evil, purely} 
what is before him 
We perhaps, when we ſee Vice remarkably Proſperous, an 
Virtue in deep Diſtreſs ; when a Man, who is good and da 
good to Mankind, happens to be cut off in the Vidour of b 
Strength, and in the midſt of his innocent Enjoy ments; whill 
the Wicked grow old, yea are mighty in Power, (Job 21. 7.) M iti 
come to their Grave a full Age, like as a ſhock, of Corn cometh in, i 
bis Seaſon: (V. 25.) We, I lay, in ſuch Caſes, are ready to e 
out of an unequal Management, and to blame the Divine Ad 
miniſtration : whereas, if we conſider'd, that there is anoth pe. 
State after this wherein all theſe ſceming Irregularities may Ne 
eaſily ſer right; and that, in the mean time, they are of uſe { 
; diltinguiſh the Sound from the Falſe Believer , to exerciſe t 
; Faith of good Men, and, by that means, entitle them to a greai N A 
| Reward ; This one Conſideration would make all our M 
murs ceaſe, all rhoſe fancy'd Difficulties vaniſh. de ap 
Many other Inſtances, like theſe, there are, whereim (I fa 
we ſhall never be able to give our ſelves a ſatisfactory Accou 
| of the Divine Conduct, as it appears to us at preſent, witho 
| drawing our Arguments and Reflections from a turure Sta 
and forming ſuch a Scheme of things, as ſhall at once take 

both Time and Eternity. We may, in te 
Fourth place, be ſabl to live lit thoſe that place their Hq 
In another Word; When we have in a great meaſure conque 
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np our Dread of Death, and our unreaſonable Love of Lite, and 
ale, are even prepar'd, and willing to be diſſolv'd, and to be with 
"WH Chriſt, as ſoon as ever he thinks fit to call us. Till we have 
andi wiraught our ſelves up into this degree of Chriſtian Indifference, 
icw we are in Bondage; we cannot ſo well be faid to have our Hope, 
dea; ¶ as our Fear in another Lite, while we are mighty loth and un- 
ahi willing to part with This, for the ſake of it. Not, that it is in 


tate the Power of Humane Nature, without extraordinary Degrees 
s offMot Divine Grace, to look Death in the Face, unconcern' d; or 
g ti to throw off Lite with the fame Eaſe as one doth a Garment, 
orld upon going to reft : Theſe are Heroick heights of Virtue; at- 
hat tain'd but by few, and matter of ſtrict Duty to none. However. 
her Nit is poſſible for all of us to leſſen our Natural Fears of this kind 
e Ay religious Conſiderations; by a firm Belief of, and a frequent 
con editation upon thoſe Joys that ſhall be reveal'd; to raiſe our 


elves up into a Contempt of j reſent Satisfactions, and into a Re- 
ſolution of ſubmitting our ſelves, if not joy fully, yet meekly, 
and calmly to the Sentence of Death, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
od toinflict it upon us. This, I lay, is a very practicable: 
„ anfW-egree of Chriſtian Magnanimiry and Courage; and it is both 
he Duty and the Intereſt of every good Chriſtian to attain it. 

hich we ſhall be the better enabled to do, if, in he 
Fifth and laſt Place, we make a proper uſe of ſuch Opn 
ties as theſe, and of all other Seaſons of ſerious Reffection, 
ich are afforded us, in order to fix in our Minds a lively 


In 

* 4 nd vigorous Senſe of the things of another World. They are 
de Ander the Diſadvantage of being Diſtant; and, therefore, 
nothQWperate bur faintly upon us. Lo remedy this Inconvenience, 


e mutt frequently revolve within our ſelves their Certainryy 


nay \ | - 

10 nd great Importance, ſo as to bring them near, and make them. 
iſe ti miliar to us; till they become a conſtant and ready Principle. 
great Action, which we can have recourſe to upon all Occaſions 


we really live under the Hope of future Happineſs, we ſhall. 
de apt to taſte it by way of Am icipation and forechought ; an 
nage of it will meer our Minds often, and ſtay for ſome timo 
here, as all plenſing Expectations do, and that, in propc ra 


* ion to. the Pleaſure we take in them. I appeal to you, if it be 
e Sta ot fo in your Temporal Affairs. Hath any of you a great In- 
take WE? ar ſtake in a far - diſtant part of the world ? hath he ven. |, 


ur'd a good ſhare of his Fortune thither ? and may reaſonably 
zope for a vaſt and exceeding Return? his Thoughts will be 
ten employ'd on this Subject: and, the nearer the time of his 
pt ctation approacheth, the more will he think of it: Tor, 
wa ILY where 
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| (2) JE 
whenes his Treaſure is, there will his Heart alſo molt certainly be," 
(Luke 12. 34- ) Now, our Spiritual Intereſts, and the 
Concernments of a future State would,doubreleſs, recurr as 
ro our Minds, and affect them as deeply, if we were but as much 
in earneſt in our purſuit af them: and, therefore, we may take 
1 it for granted, that we are not ſo diſpqs'd as we oght to be 
towards them, if we can forget them for „ or re· 
Ni flect on them with Indifference and Coldn this may: 
1 not be the caſe, it will, I ſay, be neceſſary for us to take Set 
i times of meditating on what is future, and of making it by that 
| means, as it were, preſent to us: It muſt be our folemn Buſineſs 
i! and Endeavour, at fit Seaſons, to turn the ſtream of our Thoughts 
| | from Earthly towards Divine Objects; to retire from the Hurr 
an Noiſe of this World, in or ro entertain our ſelves with 
j the Proſpect of another. | 
| This is the proper Uſe we are particularly to make of the 
i preſent ſad Solemnity ; and thus, therefore, I have endeavour'd 
f to employ ir. Nor will it be unſuitable to that Deſign , if I 
cloſe theſe Reflections with ſome Account of the Perſon de- 
| ceas d, who really liv'd like one that had his Hope in another 
Life ; a Life, which he hath now enter'd upon, having ex- 
chang d Hope for Sight, Deſire for Enjoyment. ' 3 


IV. I know, ſuch Accounts are look'd upon as a Tribute, due to the 
Memory of thoſe only who have mov'd in an high Sphere, and outd 
ſhone the veſt of the World by their Rank, as well as their Virtues, 

. Nowever , the Characters of Men plac'd in lower Stations of Life, 
tho leſs uſually iuſiſted upon, are yet more uſeful ; as being imita- 
ble by greater Numbers, and not ſoliable to be ſuſpected of Flattery, 
er Deſign. Several of this. Auditory were, perhaps, entire Stranger: 
to the Perſon , whoſe Death we now lament ; and the greater part 
of gon, who were not, had, for that reaſon, 5 juſt an eſteem of him, 
that it will not be unwelcome to you, I preſume, to be put in mind 
of thoſe good Qualities which you ohſerv d in him, And, therefore, 
T ſhall, in as few words as I can, comprize what twenty years Ex- 
perience hath enabled me juſtly to ſay. of him. 

He was a ſerious fincere Chriſtian ;, of an Innocent, Irreproacha» 
le, nay Exemplary Life; which was led, not only at 4 great di- 
ance from any foul Vice, but alſo in the Even and Unifom Pra- 

| Fice of many Virtues ; ſuch as were ſuitable to a Life of great Ap 

| plication and Bufmeſs , ſuch as became and adorn'd the State and 
1 Profeſſion to which it pleas'd God to call him. | 1 
| He highly valu d, and heartily lov'd that , he 2 
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baptized , and educated : of which he gave the beſt Proofs, by be. 
ing 4 conſtant Frequenter of its Worſhip , and, in the latter of 
by Life, 4 never-failing Monthly Communicant ; I add aiſo , and 
by adberi _; to its Intereſts ; two things, which ought ne- 
ver to bs ſeparated ! | 

Nor was his Attendance on Divine Offices 
lity and Cuſtom , but of Conſcience ; as appe 
and ſeriow Behaviour , during the Service. It was ſuch a: ſhew'd 
him to be in earneſt; and truly affected with what he was doing. 
hat His Religion did not it ſelf all in Publick ; the Private 
neſã Duties of the Cloſer were equally bis Care; with theſe he began each 
hte Morning , and to theſe he repair d, as often as be enter d upon any 
rr Buſineſs of Conſe e , (I ſpeck knowingly ; ) and his Family were 
every Evening ſummon'd by him to Common Devotions : and in 
theſt too his Regard for the Publick Service of the Church appear d; 
or they were expreſs d always in Her Language. : 

Indeed, be was a very lar Inftance of all thoſe Domeſtick, 
Virtues that relate to the and diſcreet Government of a Fami- 

de- Wy. He had a great natural Prudence, which Experience had much 
ther D and a mighty Lover ang 
| ex» il Regularity and Order: and, by the happy Mixture of theſe good 
© i Nudbries , manag d all hu Affairs ( particularly thoſe within doors) 
with the utmoſt Exattneſs , and yet with as much Quiet and Eaſe 
to himſelf , and others, as was poſſible. ; 
Thoſe abour him grew inſenſibly Active and Induſtrious by bs 
Example, and Encour t ; and he had ſach a youre Method 
of reproving their Faults, that they were not ſo much afraid, as 4. 
ſham'd to repeat them. He took the ſureſt way to be obey , 7 
being ler d, and reſpected: for he was free from any of thaſe rough, 
ungovernable Paſſions , which hurry Men on to ſay , do very 
hard , or offenſive things. He had indeed a certain Quickneſs of 
Apprehenſion, which inclin'd him a little to kindle into the firſt Mo- 
tions of Anger : but thi part of hn Diſpoſition he had ſo far con- 
quer d, that, for a long time before he 7, no one, who had ac- 
caſion to gw” n s, did, I believe, ever hear an _— 
perate , or harſh Nord proceed from him; or ſee any thing in ha 
Behaviour , that betray'd any misbecoming ps inward Con- 
cern. £4 


He took care to ſeaſon the Minds of his Servants with Reli- 
gious Inſtructions; and, for that end, did himſelf often read uſe- 
ful Diſcourſes to them, on the Lord's Day, of which he was always 
a very ſtriet and ſolemn Obſerver. And what they thus learn'd 
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(144) N . 
from him, in One way, they did not unlearn, again, in Ang- ac 
ther: For he was a Man, not only ſincerely Pious, but of the 0 
niceſt Sobriety and T'emperance, and remarkably punctual ang 
juſt in all his Dealings with others, I ſee here many authentick 
Witneſſes of this particular Branch of his Character, \ a6. Gal e! 
He abounded ia all the trueſt Signs of an affectionate Ten- I 
\derneſs towards his Wife and Children; and yer did ſo prudent- nei 
ly moderate and temper his Paſſions ot this kind, as that none elt: 
of them got the better of his Reaſon, or made him wanting 
in any of the other Offices of Lite, which.ir behov'd, or became 
him to perform: He did allo, iu a very juſt and. fitting man - Nd 
ner, proportion his Reſpects to all others that were any ways, 
related to him, either by Blood, or Athnity ;, and was very ob- 
ſervant of ſome of them, even where he could not be determi- 
ned by any Views of Intereſt, and had maniteſtly no other Ob- 
ligations, but thoſe ot Duty and Decency to ſway him. I" 
la what manner heliv'd toward thoſe who were of his Neigh- 
bourhood and Acquaintance, how obliging his Carriage was to 
them, what kind Offices he did, and was always ready to do 
them, I forbear particularly to fay.; not that! Judge it a {light; 
bur becauſe I take it to be a confeſꝰ d part of his Character, which 
even his Enemies (if there were any ſuch) cannot but allow: for, 
however, in matters where Tony 9 led him to oppoſe 
Men, on a Publick Account, he would do it vigorouſly agd 
heartily; yet the. Oppoſition ended there, Without ſouring his 
private Converſation, which was, (to uſe the Words of a greater 

Writer) ſoft and eaſy, as his Principles were ſtubborn. | 
In a word, Whether we confider him as an Husband, a Pa- 
rent, a Maſter, Relation, or Neighbour ; his Character was, 
in all theſe reſpects, highly fit to be recommended to Men, and, Wh: 
I verily think, as compleat as any that ever fell under my Ob- 
ſervation. | T0 3 88 
And all this Religion aad Virtue fat eaſily, naturally, and; 
gxacekully upon him; without any, of that Cifnele and Con- 
raint, any ot thoſe forbidden Appearances, which ſometimes 
diſparage the Actions of Men ſinceriouſly pious, and hinder 
real Goodnelz from {ſpreading his Intereſt far, and wide, into 
the Hearts of Beholders. | 5 
There was not the leaſt Tang of Religious(which is indeed the Ne 
worſt fort of) Aﬀectation in any thing he ſaid, or did; nor any 
endeavour to recommend himſelf to others, by appeating to 
be even what he really was: He was rather faulty on the G 
othex ſide, being led by an Exceſs of Modeſty, to conceal on 
Muc 
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uch as might be) ſome of his chief Virtues; which theres 
dre were ſcarce known to any but thoſe who very nearly ob- 
rv*d him, tho every day of his Life almoſt was a witneſs to 
e Practice of them. 3 

need not ſay, how perfect a Maſter he was of all the Bu- 
neſs of that uſeful Profeſſion wherein he had engag'd him- 


ent- a 
zone lt: You know it well; and the great Succeſs his Endeavours 
ting Wer with, ſufficiently proves it. Nor could the event be well 


ther wile: tor his Natural Abilities were very good, and his 
duſtry exceeding great, and the Evenneſs and Probity of 
is Temper not interior to either of them. Beſides, he had 
ne peculiar Felicity (which carry'd in it ſome Reſemblance 
a great Chriſtian Perfection) that he was entirely con- 
nted and pleas'd with his Lot, loving this Employment for 
3 own ſake, (as he has often ſaid) and fo, as to be willing to 
dend the reſt of his Life in it, tho? he were not to reap (if that 
duld be ſuppos'd) any farther Advantages from it. Not 
t that the Powers of his Mind were equal to much greater 
dsks; and therefore when, in his later Years, he was call'd 
p to ſome Publick Offices and Stations, he diſtinguiſh'd 
mſelf in all of them by his Penetration, and Dexterity in 
> Diſpatch of that Buſineſs which belong'd ro them, by a 
inning Behaviour, and ſome degree even of a ſmooth and 
dpular Eloquence, which Nature gave him. But his own 
clinations were rather to con fine himſelf to his own Buſineſs, 


d be ſerviceable to Religion and Learning, in the way to 
and, Which G0 D' s Providence had ſeem' ] more particularly: 
Ob · direct him, and in which it had ſo remarkably blefs'd him. 


When Riches flow d in upon him, they made no change in 
is Mind, or manner of Living. This may be imputed to 
Secret deſire of heaping up Wealth; bur it was really ow- 
g to another Principle. He had a great Indifference to the" 


into leaſure of Life, and an Averſton to the Pomps of it; and 
R eerefore, his Deſires being no way increas'd by his Fortune. 
d the e had no occaſion to enlarge the Scene of his Enjoyments-. 
any He was fo far from over-valuing any of the Appenduges of 


ife, that the thoughts even of Liſe it ſelf did not ſcem to 
ffect him. Of its Lols he ſpake often, in full Health, wuh 


great 


and a Good Chriſtian 


As the Bleſſings of GOD upon his honeſt Induſtry | 


oblig' d him, and a pious regard to the place of his Educatiot 


| be aſcribed all . Might, and . noa, ang [ 


reat it Uaconeern; ms when his lare Diem Penne 
= which from the beginning he judg'd-Faral) l) after the 


Surprize of that ſad Stroke was over, be ſubmitted to it x | 


great Meekneſs and Reſignation, as LS Good] 


Tho? he had a E llneſs (conſidering the ot Hear wil 
which it rag'd) yet his Intervals of Senſe being few and ſhoif 
left but little room for the Offices of Devotion; at which | 
was the leſs concern d, becauſe (as he himſelf then ſaid) he h 
not been wanting in thoſe Duties, while he had Srength to pal 
form them. Indeed, on the LO R D's Day, which imm 
diately precedeed this Illneſs, he had receiv'd the Sacraments 
and was therefore (we have reaſon to believe) when the þ 1 
fer of the Houſe ſoon afterwards came, prepared and re 


to receive him. 3 


been great, ſo he was not without Intentions of making ſin 
able Returns to Him, in Acts of Mercy and Charity. Son 
thing of this Kind he has taken care of in his Will, mee 
at a Time, while his Family was as Numerous as it is now, aii 
his Circumſtances not ſo plentiful. One 2 of the Bene 
Ctions was worthy of him; being the Expreſſion of a gen; 
rous and grateful Mind towards the Perſons who had mol 


More he would probably have done, had not the Diſeaſe of 
which he dy'd, ſerz'd him with that violence, as to render hi l 
incapable ot Executing whatever of this kind his Heart mig 
have intended. F 

He is now gone, and his Works have follow'd TR et 
Us imitate his Example, That when we alſo depart-this Lift 
we may (hare his Heavenly Reward, and be as well ſpoken 
by thoſe who ſurvive Us. 

Now to GOD the Father, the San, and the Holy Ghe# 


ever. Amen. 


FINIS 


